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Introduction

I was introduced to the Farnsworth House while studying at art college, it has been one of those build-
ings that I have come back to study many times over the years. Producing this model has allowed me 
to revisit the structure and study its finer detail. The Farnsworth House epitomised the international 
style being light, transparent and appearing to float in the landscape.

In detailing of the Farnsworth House, Mies van der Rohe’s has pared back the structure to the bare 
minimum. While his approach may not have created the most practical and liveable house (Dr Edith 
Farnsworth would probably agree with this) he has created one of the most influential buildings of the 
20th Century. The Farnsworth House has become the reference and inspiration for those who have 
an affinity for the international style or modernist architecture.

In this booklet you will find clear and easy-to-follow instructions guiding you through the construction 
of the model.
These instructions are also available online at: http://www.littlebuildingco.com/assembly

Included in this kit are some items to help you:

• sanding board, to tidy up any tabs, edges or burn marks.
•  an eraser to clean any dirt or finger marks off the components 
• a tooth pick to help you position components

You will also need a sharp blade and a small amount of superglue; these are not supplied. I would 
also recommend a single edge razor blade. Use this to cut the components from their backing sheet. 
The blade can also be used to scrape any marks off the surface of the timber.

Construction of your Farnsworth House model should be something to enjoy. Take some time in 
between assembling the kit to find out more about the building and the work of Meis van der Rohe. 
There are some relevant links on our site.

I hope you enjoy building your model and get many years of enjoyment from the finished structure.

Regards

Marcus Bree

DRAFT

DRAFT



4

An Overview -Getting to know the building
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Getting to know your model - The Elements

The model has been broken down into 3 main elements. 

The base [the element to which the other structures fit] the house and the terrace.

These elements are constructed in smaller stages.

These instructions will take you through these stages step by step.

Base

Terrace

The House
Roof Siderails

Siderails

Terrace steps
Terrace

Service core

Tree

Core
House steps

Porch
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You will need to purchase some superglue-4ml would be enough to complete the kit.

The construction process is broken down into STAGES.

Each of these STAGES is broken down into STEPS [2/1], [2/2] etc.

These instructions will guide you through these stages step by step.
 
You have to follow the instructions in sequence and complete all the STEPS in a STAGE before proceeding to the next
STAGE.

Please take a few moments to familiarise yourself with the components of the kit:

 Read each step through before proceeding.

 Before applying glue to any of the components, check that all parts fit correctly. This will enable you to see  
 where the glue is best applied.

Many of the parts have an adhesive backing. Lightly positioning these pieces in place will allow you to move them if you  
happen to position them incorrectly. Once they are in the correct position press them together firmly. The supplied eraser 
and toothpick are useful for this. If you do position something incorrectly, DON’T PANIC: you can easily separate the 
parts by sliding a knife blade between the parts. The adhesive on the back of the components is pressure sensitive and 
bonds over time.

Keep your hands and fingers clean.

If you have any questions please email us at: enquiry@littlebuildingco.com

Take your time and be patient.

We welcome your feedback.
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The Process -What you are about to do
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Architectural Model Assembly Instructions 
- Putting it all together - 
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STAGE 1 -Base [Components] 

8 DRAFT

B2
B6

B1

C2
C1
C3

SM1

SM2

SM3

B3
B4

B5



[S1/7]
The Sugar Maple is the next part to assemble. Apply a 
small amount of glue to the slot in (SM1).

[S1/8]
Slot (SM2) into (SM1). Ensure the bottom edges align.

[S1/5]
Peel the backing from (C2 and C3) and apply to either 
side of (C1). Align (C2 and C3) with the top and sides 
of (C1).

[S1/3]
Peel the backing from the second side of (B3) and 
position (B4) in place and press in position .

[S1/1]
Peel the backing from (B2) and align with (B1). 
Resting their edge on a flat surface is helpful for this. 
Press the two parts together. 

[S1/4]
Push the metal insert (B5) into the hole on (B4). Apply 
a small amount of glue to this before you press it into 
position.

[S1/2]
Peel the backing from one side of (B3) and position 
over the hole in (B1) Align with markings on (B1). 
Press firmly in position.

[S1/6]
Apply a small amount of glue to the shoulder around 
the bottom of (C1). Push the assembly from [S1/5] into 
the small slot in (B1).

Base [Construction]- STAGE 1
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Congratulations
You have just completed the construction 

of STAGE 1: the base.

[S1/9]
Apply a small amount of glue to the slot in (SM2). Slot 
(SM3) into (SM2). Ensure the bottom edges align.

[S1/10]
Peel the feet (B6) off their backing card and stick in 
position. You may need to glue these with super glue if 
they don’t want to stay in position.

[S1/11]
Do not secure the Sugar Maple in position just yet 
as this will make the final assembly of the building 
tricky.

GLUE GLUE

DON’T GLUE THE THREE JUST YET

GLUE
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STAGE 2 -Porch + Core [Components] 
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[S2/8]
Apply a small amount of glue to the tabs on bottom 
and ends of (C3) and slot into (P1). Locate the end 
tabs into (C1 and C2).

[S2/6]
Apply a small amount of glue to the tabs on the bottom 
of (C1) and slot into (P1).

[S2/1]
Locate (P1).

[S2/4]
Peel the backing from (P4) and position tight up 
against the shoulder on (P1). Press firmly into position 
along it’s length

[S2/9]
Apply a small amount of glue to the tabs on bottom 
and ends of (C4) and slot into (P1). Locate the end 
tabs into (C1 and C2). Apply tape to hold the parts 
tightly together.

[S2/2]
Peel the backing from (P2) and align either end and 
the bottom with (P1).

[S2/5]
Peel the backing from (P5) and position as illustrated. 
Align the edges so they cover (P3 and P4). (P5) should 
not cover the holes in the base.

[S2/3]
Peel the backing from (P3) and position tight up 
against the shoulder on (P1). Press firmly into position 
along it’s length.

[S2/7]
Apply a small amount of glue to the tabs on bottom of 
(C2) and slot into (P1).

Porch + Core [Construction]- STAGE 2
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[S2/10]
Peel the backing from (C5) and position centrally. It 
should sit below the slots in (C3) and align with the 
ends of the slots in (C4).

[S2/11]
Peel the backing from (C6) and slot the tabs through 
(C3). Press down onto (C5).

[S2/12]
Peel the backing from (C7) and position as illustrated. 
Ensure the top edge is flush with the shoulder on  
(C3). Press firmly to secure in place. 

ALIGN THE EDGE

FLUSH

DO NOT COVER THESE

ALIGN THE EDGE

ALIGN

ALIGN

POSITION TIGHT AGAINST THIS SHOULDER

POSITION TIGHT AGAINST THIS SHOULDER
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[S2/13]
Peel the backing from (C10) and position as illustrated. 
Ensure the top edge is flush with the shoulder on (C2). 
Press firmly to secure in place.

[S2/19]
Apply a small amount of glue around the shoulder of 
(W1) and slot into (P1). Make sure this is perfectly 
square as it dries.

[S2/21]
Peel the backing from (P4). The edges should align 
with the base.

[S2/14]
Peel the backing from (C8 and C9) and position either 
side of (C7) as illustrated. Press firmly to secure in 
place.

[S2/20]
Peel any protective paper off (G1). Try to only handle 
the acrylic on its edges so as to avoid getting any 
fingerprints on it. Clean well with domestic glass 
cleaner if you do mark it. Slot (G1) into (P1).

[S2/15]
Peel the backing from (C11) and position as illustrated. 
Ensure the top edge is flush with the shoulder on (C1). 
Press firmly to secure in place.
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FLUSH

FLUSH

STAGE 2 -Porch [Components] 

[S2/16]
Peel the backing from (C12) and position as illustrated. 
Ensure the top edge is flush with the shoulder on     
(C4). Press firmly to secure in place.

[S2/17]
Peel the backing from (W2 and W3) and position as 
illustrated. Ensure the top edge is flush with (W1). Press 
firmly to secure in place.

[S2/18]
Peel the backing from (W4 and W5) and position as 
illustrated. Ensure the top edge is flush with (W1).Press 
firmly to secure in place.

FLUSH FLUSH

FLUSH
FLUSH

FLUSH
FLUSH

Congratulations
You have just completed the construction 

of STAGE 2: the porch and core.

ALIGN THE EDGE

ALIGN THE EDGE
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STAGE 3 -Roof[Components] 

10 DRAFT

P6 

P4

G1

R15
R5

R4

R2

R9

R8

R6
R7

R1R3

R14

G11

G6

G5

G8

G3
G7

P5
G4

G9
G10

Assembly from Stage 2

G2
P3 P2



[S3/10]
Align the acrylic on the right with (G1). Ensure the top 
of the roof and base of the house align with the edges 
of the acrylic.

[S3/7]
Peel the backing from (R3) and (P3). Remove 
masking paper from the inside of (G2). The inside 
is the side WITHOUT the glazing mullions engraved 
on it. DON’T TOUCH THE FACE OF THE ACRYLIC 
WITH YOUR FINGERS - clean it if you do.
The notchs in the acrylic should align with the 
markings on the top of the roof.

[S3/1]
Peel the backing from (R2) and apply to (R1). The top 
edge should align with (R1).

[S3/4]
Peel the backing from (R9) and locate in position. 
The top edges should align with the top of (R8). Press 
firmly in position.

[S3/5]
Return to the completed assembly from Stage 2. Apply 
some glue to the inside faces of the tabs on the core. 
(C1,C2,C3 and C4)

[S3/2]
Peel the backing from (R3) and push it hard up 
against the shoulder on (R1). Repeat for (R4). The top 
edges should align.

[S3/6]
Align the slots in (R1) with the tabs in (C1,C2,C3 and 
C4). Also locate the tabs on (G1) into (R1). Don’t touch 
(G1) with your fingers! 

[S3/3]
If either (R3 or R4) extend past (R2) trim off with a 
sharp blade.

[S3/8]
Align the acrylic on the left with (G1). Ensure the top of 
the roof and base of the house align with the edges of 
the acrylic. Only touch the edges with your fingers!

Roof [Construction]- STAGE 3

R3

R4

G1

G1

P3

P4

ALIGN THESE EDGES

ALIGN THESE EDGES

ALIGN THESE EDGES

ALIGN THESE EDGES

[S3/9]
Peel the backing from (R4) and (P4). Remove 
masking paper from the inside of (G3). The inside 
is the side WITHOUT the glazing mullions engraved 
on it. DON’T TOUCH THE FACE OF THE ACRYLIC 
WITH YOUR FINGERS - clean it if you do.
The notchs in the acrylic should align with the 
markings on the top of the roof.The notchs in the 
acrylic should align with th emarkings on the top of 
the roof.

SHOULDER

SHOULDER

ALIGN

ALIGN
ALIGN

ALIGN

GLUE

TRIM

TRIM
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[S3/11]
Peel the backing from (P2) and (R2). Remove 
masking paper from the inside of (G4). The inside 
is the side WITHOUT the glazing mullions engraved 
on it. DON’T TOUCH THE FACE OF THE ACRYLIC 
WITH YOUR FINGERS - clean it if you do.

[S3/12]
Position (G4) inbetween (G2 and G3). Align the top 
and bottom edges with (G3 and G4). Press firmly in 
position.

ALIGN THESE EDGES

ALIGN THESE EDGES

DRAFT
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[S3/21]
Peel the backing from (G11) and align the top edge 
with the floor level - the top of (P5). The ends should 
align with the outside edges of (G5 and G7). If they 
extend beyond trim them back with a sharp blade.

[S3/19]
Peel the backing from (G10) and align the top edge with 
the roof - the top of (R5). The ends should align with the 
outside edges of (G6 and G8). If they extend beyond 
trim them back with a sharp blade.

[S3/14]
Peel the backing from (G5) and align the top edge with 
the floor level - the top of (P5 and P6).

[S3/23]
Peel the backing from (R7) and align with (R6). Press 
the two parts firmly together.

[S3/17]
Peel the backing from (G8) and align with the top face 
of (R5). Make sure the cut outs align with those in the 
glazing.

[S3/22]
Peel the backing paper off (R8) and fit the assembly 
from [S3/4].

[S3/15]
Peel the backing from (G6) and align with the top face 
and the ends of (R5). Make sure the cut outs align 
with those in the glazing.

[S3/24]
Peel the backing paper off (R7) and fit the assembly 
from [S3/23].

[S3/18]
Peel the backing from (G9) and align the top edge with 
the floor level - the top of (P5). The ends should align 
with the outside edges of (G5 and G7). If they extend 
beyond trim them back with a sharp blade.

[S3/13]
Peel the backing from (R5) and position on (R1).
The edges of (R5) should align with the edges of the 
glazing on 3 sides. Press firmly in position.

[S3/16]
Peel the backing from (G7) and align the top edge with 
the floor level - the top of (P5 and P6). 

[S3/20]
Peel the backing from (R14) and align the top edge of 
the roof - the top of (R5). The ends should align with the 
outside edges of (G6 and G8). If they extend beyond 
trim them back with a sharp blade.

ALIGN

ALIGN

ALIGN
ALIGN

ALIGN

ALIGN

ALIGN

ALIGN

ALIGN

ALIGN

ALIGN

STAGE 3 -Roof [Construction]

ALIGN

ALIGN

ALIGN

ALIGN

ALIGNALIGN
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Roof [Construction]- STAGE 3

Congratulations
You have just completed the construction 

of STAGE 3: the roof.
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NOTE
We have supplied extra legs so you can afford to practice if you need too.

STAGE 4 -Support Frame[Components] 
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Assembly 1Ba Assembly 1Ba
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Structure from Stage 3



[S4/8]
Your finished component should look like this.

[S4/6]
When the parts are securly glued turn the assembly 
upside down and rest it on a flat surface. Take a sharp 
blade and cut as shown to remove ‘X’.

[S4/1]
Cut (IBa1) and (IB-a2) from the sheet. Do a dry 
assembly before applying glue to see how these parts 
are assembled. 

[S4/4]
Press (IBa1) into (IBa2) and ensure the assembly 
remains square while the glue cures.

[S4/9]
Cut (IBb1) and (IB-b2) from the sheet and do a dry 
assembly with the components.

[S4/2]
Apply glue along the length of (IBa1). Position the end 
of (IBa2) into the hook on the end of (IBa1)

[S4/5]
Resting the assembly on the edge of a a scrap piece 
of wood is a good way to achieve this. Build all the 
legs together before moving on.

[S4/3]
Align the tabs of (IBa1) with the slots in (IBa2).

[S4/7]
Rest the assembly on the corner of a piece of scrap 
timber and cut through the tabs to remove ‘Y’

Support Frame [Construction]- STAGE 4

[S4/10]
Apply glue along the length of (IBb1). Position the end 
of (IBb2) into the hook on the end of (IBb1).

[S4/11]
Align the tabs of (IBb1) with the slots in (IBb2).. 

[S4/12]
Press (IBa1) into (IBa2) and ensure the assembly 
remains square while the glue cures.
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TRIM TOP IF 
REQUIRED
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GLUE
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CUT



[S4/13]
Again resting the assembly on the edge of a a scrap 
piece of wood while it dries..

[S4/16]
Your finished component should look like this. Apply 
glue along the edge as indicated.

[S4/19]
Carefully trim off the hook to the front and rear of the 
leg assembly’s.

[S4/14]
When the parts are securly glued turn the assembly 
upside down and rest it on a flat surface. Take a sharp 
blade and cut as shown to remove ‘X’.

[S4/17]
DO NOT remove the (F1) from the backing sheet. 
Apply glue along the front edge of the assembly from 
[S4/8] and hook the bottom edge into position. Locate 
the top tab onto the top slot. Repeat for the remaining 
3 legs. Tape in position while glue cures.

[S4/15]
Rest the assembly on the corner of a piece of scrap 
timber and cut through the tabs to remove ‘Y’

[S4/18]
DO NOT remove the (F2) from the backing sheet. 
Repeat [S4/17] for leg 5 and 6. Use the assembly from 
[S4/16] for legs 7 and 8. Place to one side to allow 
glue to cure. Tape legs if required.

[S4/20]
Carefully trim off the hook to the front and rear of the 
leg assembly’s.

[S4/21]
Carefully remove the finished frames from their 
backing sheet by trimming the tabs around their 
edges.

[S4/22]
Peel the backing from (G5 and G6). Carefully align 
(F1) ensuring the tabs from the legs are located in 
(G6).

[S4/23]
Peel the backing from (G7 and G8). Carefully align 
(F2) ensuring the tabs from the legs are located in 
(G8).

[S4/24]
Trim either end of (F1) and (F2) if required.
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TAPE WHILE GLUE CURES

STAGE 4 -Support Frame[Components] 
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Congratulations
You have just completed STAGE 4:

the support frames.

DRAFT

DRAFT



STAGE 5 -Terrace [Components] 
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IB-c Assembly                         
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[S5/8]
Apply glue along the length of (IBc1). Position the end 
of (IBc2) into the hook on the end of (IBc1)

[S5/6]
Peel the backing from (T6). Align the top edge of (T6) 
with the top of (T4). Press firmly to secure in place. 
Trim the ends of (T5) if they extend beyond (T2 and 
T3).

[S5/1]
Locate (T1).

[S5/4]
Peel the backing from (T4). Align the long edges of 
(T4) with the outside edges of (T2) and (T3). Both the 
short edges should align with the ends of (T1). Press 
firmly to secure in place.

[S5/9]
Align the tabs of (IBa1) with the slots in (IBa2).

[S5/2]
Peel the backing from (T2). Align the top edge of (T2) 
with the top of (T1). Press firmly to secure in place.

[S5/5]
Peel the backing from (T5). Align the top edge of (T5) 
with the top of (T4). Press firmly to secure in place. 
Trim the ends of (T5) if they extend beyond (T2 and 
T3).

[S5/3]
Peel the backing from (T3). Align the top edge of (T3) 
with the top of (T1). Press firmly to secure in place.

[S5/7]
Cut (IBc1) and (IB-c2) from the sheet. Do a dry 
assembly before applying glue to see how these parts 
are assembled.  

Terrace [Construction]- STAGE 5
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[S5/10]
Press (IBc2) into (IBc1  ) and ensure the assembly 
remains square while the glue cures.

[S5/11]
Resting the assembly on the edge of a a scrap piece 
of wood is a good way to achieve this.

[S5/12]
When the parts are securly glued turn the assembly 
upside down and rest it on a flat surface. Take a sharp 
blade and cut as shown to remove ‘X’.

ALIGN ALIGN

DRAFT
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ALIGN
ALIGN

ALIGN

CUT

ALIGN

APPLY GLUE



[S5/20]
Peel the backing from the assemblies in [S5/19].

[S5/18]
Peel the backing off (T3). Carefully align (F4). The top 
edge of the frame should align with the the top of (T4). 
Press firmly into position. Trim the ends of (F3) if they 
extend beyond (T5 and T6).

[S5/13]
Your finished component should look like this.

[S5/16]
Carefully remove the finished frames from their 
backing sheet by trimming the tabs around their 
edges.

[S5/21]
One at a time align the back edge of the steps and 
press them together. Make sure they are square with 
each other.You can use a block or something solid to 
help you.

[S5/14]
DO NOT remove the (F3 or F4) from the backing 
sheet. Apply glue along the front edge of the 
assembely from [S4/8] and hook the bottom edge into 
position. Locate the top tab onto the top slot. Repeat 
for the remaining 3 legs. Apply tape to hold the parts in 
position while the glue cures.

[S5/17]
Peel the backing off (T2). Carefully align (F3). The top 
edge of the frame should align with the the top of (T4). 
Press firmly into position.Trim the ends of (F3) if they 
extend beyond (T5 and T6).

[S5/15]
Carefully trim off the hook to the front and rear of the 
leg assembly’s.

[S5/19]
Peel the backing from (TS1a) and apply to (TS1b). 
Repeat this process for the remaining (TS components.
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[S5/22]
Your finished component should look like this. Leave 
the adhesive backing on (TS5).

[S5/23]
Peel the backing from (PS1a) and apply to (PS1b). 
Repeat this for the remaining (PS) steps.

STAGE 5 -Terrace [Components] 

[S5/12]
When the parts are securly glued turn the assembly 
upside down and rest it on a flat surface. Take a sharp 
blade and cut as shown to remove ‘Y’.

APPLY GLUE

TRIM OFF 
BOTH SIDES

LEAVE 
BACKING 

PAPER ON 
THIS

LEAVE 
BACKING 

PAPER ON 
THIS

LEAVE 
BACKING 

PAPER ON 
THIS
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[S5/25]
One at a time align the back edge of the steps and 
press them together. Make sure they are square with 
each other.

[S5/26]
Your finished component should look like this. Leave 
the adhesive backing on (PS6).
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[S5/24]
Peel the backing from the assemblies in [S5/23].

Congratulations
You have just completed STAGE 5:

the terrace.

Terrace [Construction]- STAGE 5

LEAVE 
BACKING 

PAPER ON 
THIS

DRAFT
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LEAVE BACKING ON 



STAGE 6 - [Assembly]
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House Assembly
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Terrace Steps 
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[S6/8]
Apply a small amount of glue to the slots which locate 
the tree and slot the tree into position.

[S6/6]
Peel the backing from (TS5) and position the terrace 
steps in position against (F3). Press firmly in position.

[S6/1]
Check that the House structure fits in its finished 
location. Make sure you have removed all the hocks 
from the ends of the legs. Apply a small amount of 
glue to each location hole in the base and slot the 
house legs into position.

[S6/7]
Peel the backing from (PS6 and PS1) and position 
the House Steps in position under (P6) and on top of 
(T4). Press the parts together. If you find that the steps 
don’t quite fit you can remove (PS6).

[S6/5]
Check that the Terrace structure fits in its finished 
location. Make sure you have removed all the hooks 
from the ends of the legs. Apply a small amount of 
glue to each location hole in the base and slot the legs 
into position.

[Assembly]- STAGE 6
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Congratulations
You have just completed the construction 

of your Farnsworth House.
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